
  

 
Officers  

  President Victoria Fila  664-0302 

 Vice President  Dave Richardson  245-2172  

 Secretary  Bill Penrose  780-1143 

 Treasurer Mark Davidson 975-6075 

 Board of Directors  

  2023 - 2024 David Schulte  954-8554 

 2023 - 2024  Donovan Wagner  869-2050   

  2022 - 2023 Ted Rupp  743-8012 

 2022 - 2023 Mike Tucker  400-9656 

 2023  Elizabeth Boccardo  245-0923 

   

Membership Chairperson 

 Janet Keisler  333-3398    

  

Articles or news to be included in the Cutting Remarks should be emailed to your Editor,  

Wayne Klement (wayneklem@aol.com) or call him at 520-954-6298.   Submission 

deadline is the 25
th
 of each month.  Thanks! 

See us online at:  www.lapidaryclub.org 

“CUTTING REMARKS” 
The Official Publication of the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club 

520-323-9154 

Please join us July 8, at 

9:00am for the 

monthly meeting.  There 

is an optional social hour 

that begins at 8:00am 

followed by the monthly 

business meeting. 

Visitors are always 

welcome. 
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Cutting Remarks, Volume 2023, Issue 7, July 2023 Revised.  Published monthly by the Old Pueblo  

Lapidary Club, 3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712.  Telephone:  (520) 323-9154, a non-profit organization. 

THE PREZ SEZ  ……………….…. by Victoria Fila, President 

Hello everyone!  

It's almost the 4th of July and get those barbecues going.  Hope 
everyone has a great 4th.  

I am joining the cab lab classes and will be starting on August 5th and 
will be the first 2 Saturday of each month. The second Saturday 
classes will be after the meeting and tours.  

Field trips, Paul Hardenberg will be assisting on field trips. My ankle is 
feeling a bit better so I will be coming up with some trips. Will be planning a trip in late 
September. We will get back to sign up sheets ready at general membership 
meetings. If anyone knows of a sweet spot and would like to lead a trip, please text 
me at 520-664-0302. 

Until our next meeting everyone take care and keep cool.  

Next general meeting 7/8/23.  

Victoria Fila  

OPLC President  

DONATIONS   

Thanks to those that have made donations to help keep this club running!  We 

welcome donations so if you have lapidary related items, please contact Dan 

Harmsen at (520) 721-8452 to arrange a pickup or drop-off.  Recent donations: 

Dave Mortensen - Molds, cratex wheels, tools, buffing wheels, bits box, sphere stands, 
rose quartz, etc. 

Anonymous - books and stones. 

Wayne Klement - amethyst, Dugway Geodes. 

         

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Erika Mark 

Christine Muller 

Chelsea Smith 

Paul & Barbara Matt 

Wade Mullin 

Linda Hampton 

Lupe Manurquez 

Ryan Napples  

Kevin & Deborah Visbal 

Michael Wheeler 
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JULY 8, 2023 OPLC SPEAKER - DR. SUSAN LEIB 

Passion for the geosciences and an update from the Collections 

Basement 

 

We are in for a great treat for our July 8, 2023, OPLC monthly meeting, as the new 

curator of collections of the UArizona Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum, Dr. Susan 

Leib, will share with us her Passion for the geosciences and an update from the 

Collections Basement. 

Dr. Leib shared that, “The past several years have been a wild journey; to bring me from 

a graduate student in geology to working as a curator at an amazing gem and mineral 

museum.  We’ll first discuss my passion for the geosciences and the project I’ve been 

working on for the past 7 years, entitled ‘Temporal Evolution of the Rattlesnake Creek 

terrane and Implication of Jurassic Construction of Crust in the Western United States’.  

I’ll cover the highlights of this research, with a focus on all the unique things to learn 

from high pressure-temperature minerals, like garnet, rutile, and zircon, and what we 

can learn about tectonic history and changes in the earth’s crust.  Then we’ll transition 

into some research and education opportunities at the museum, a virtual tour of our 

galleries, as well as some ‘behind the scenes’ tales from the collection.” 

Susan Leib, Ph.D. has joined the UArizona Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum as 

the curator of collections, where she works on collections cataloging, inventory, 

donations, exhibits, and education, and is an adjunct with the UArizona Geoscience 

department.  She comes directly from Texas Tech University where she recently 

graduated with a PhD in geoscience.  Her research uses thermodynamic modeling and 

mineral histories (ages, compositions, isopleths) to determine the metamorphic and 

tectonic history for the Jurassic Rattlesnake Creek terrane in the central Klamath 

Mountain province.  Leib also holds degrees in geology and museum studies from Olivet 

Nazarene University, University of Kentucky, and Western Illinois University.   

 

We look forward to this wonderful presentation, Helen Serras-Herman, OPLC 

Program Chair 
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MINUTES OF OPLC MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
June 10, 2023, 9:00 AM at OPLC 

William Penrose, Secretary, wrp0143@comcast.net 
 

The meeting was brought to order at 9 am. A quorum was present.  

The presentation was given by Sindi Schloss, professional gemologist, “Symbolism of 

Gemstones and Jewelry”. Thank you, Ms. Schloss.  

The minutes of the May 2023 meeting were approved by voice vote of the 

membership.   

Wayne Klement was thanked for providing the refreshments for the meeting.  

Membership report – Janet Keisler - Current count was 358 members. New members 

introduced themselves. 

Financial Report – Mark Davidson - The club is in a positive financial position with 

32% of the budget spent by May 31. Negative income for May was due to insurance 

premiums. Figures are not published in these public minutes but are available to 

members on request.  

Field Trips – Paul Hardenberg will assist in the next field trip season. A trip is being 

organized for September, although nothing is specifically scheduled yet.   

Library – Bill Cascio - The library is open.  

Labs: Donovan Wagner is looking for a flat lap for the cabbing lab. Hoods have been 

ordered for the arbors. Some other wheels have been replaced, but more are needed 

and have been ordered.  

A Facetron machine that requires a new bearing will the sold in the Silent Auction.  

Members are asked to bring in paper grocery bags, which work as a filter element in 

the oil recycling apparatus being assembled.  

The Tailgate Sale is scheduled for the third Saturday in September, so as to not 

conflict with the regular monthly meeting. Sellers will be asked for a donation of $10. 

Door prize winners were Warren Weimer and Stephanie Smith.  

Raffle earnings were $129. Thank you, Richard Bliss, for running the raffle in Kim’s 

absence. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 am. 
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Old Pueblo Lapidary Club,   

(Cutting Remarks -  July 2023 Revised) 
3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712 

(520) 323-9154 

OPLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An application form can be downloaded from the Club website at: lapidaryclub.org/join_us.shtml  

The membership fees shown below are informational purposes only and are listed on the form: 
 
Type of membership:  1st Quarter  2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter Annual Renewals 

  Single Member          $30.00      $23.00    $16.00     $11.00       $25.00 

 Couple (same address)         $40.00    $30.00    $23.00     $16.00       $30.00 

 Junior           $15.00        $  9.00    $  6.00     $  3.00       $10.00 
 

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N. Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712  

The Business Meetings are held on the 2
nd

 Saturday of each 

month except for December.  A pre-meeting social hour is at 

8:00 a.m., followed by an educational program, and ends with 

the monthly meeting.  Visitors are most welcome. 

OPLC SPEAKER FORECAST 2023 

Here is the latest list for our upcoming speakers. 

July 8, 2023 Dr. Susan Leib (curator of Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum) 

August 12, 2023, Dr. Chris Osterman – Mineral Exploration in Saudi Arabia.  

September 9, 2023, Claire Schragg 

October 14, 2023, Brenda Rachel - The Crown Jewels of the Hawaiian  

   Monarchy (tentative) 

November 11, 2023 Dr. Larry Fellows – Our Ice Age 

LAST MONTH’S SPEAKER - SINDI SCHLOSS 

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club had a talk / 
slide presentation given by Sindi 
Schloss on Saturday, June 10, 2023. 
The topics covered were symbolism in 
global jewelry, identifying cultural 
jewelry pieces for trade and many more 
sub topics.  She donated a copy of her 
latest book to our Club library. Thank 
you Sindi. 

 

 

 

Sindi displaying 

some of her stone 

jewelry 

http://lapidaryclub.org/join_us.shtml
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Ad Expires October 31 
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STERLING SILVER JEWELRY 

BOOKS - SLABS - ROUGH 

STONES - BEADING SUPPLIES  

 

HOURS:   

TUES -  FRI 10:30 - 4:30 

SATURDAY 10:30 - 4:00 

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY 

 

OPLC MEMBERS RECEIVE 10% 

OFF ON ALL MERCHANDISE 

EXCEPT SPECIALS.   

$10 MINIMUM PURCHASE 

 

STERLING SILVER WIRES AND 

SHEET RECEIVE THE NEXT 

PRICE BREAK Ad Expires 12-31-23 
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Ad Expires Sept 30 
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COMMITTEES 

ADVERTISING 

 Twink Monrad   (520) 297-9454 

BUILDINGS,  GROUNDS & EQUIPMENT   

 Wayne Klement   (520) 954-6298 

 Mike Tucker   (520) 400-9656 

 Pete Petersen   (520) 886-9021 

PROGRAMS 

 Helen Serras-Herman  (520) 761-9907 

CLASSES 

 Victoria Fila   (520) 664-0302 

FIELD TRIPS  (COMMITTEE) 

 Victoria Fila   (520) 664-0302 

HISTORIAN 

 Twink Monrad    (520) 297-9454 

JUNIOR EDUCATION 

 Teresa McCabe  520-490-7850 

RAFFLE/DOORPRIZE 

 Kim Filips   (520) 743-8070 

KITCHEN 

 General Membership 

LIBRARIAN 

 Bill Cascio  (520) 638-8144 

MEMBERSHIP   

 Janet Keisler  (520) 333-3398 

   SECURITY 

 John Poole  (520) 777-5588 

BUSINESS MEETING REFRESHMENTS 

 Twink Monrad   (520) 297-9454 

 Victoria Fila   (520) 664-0302 

SILENT AUCTION 

 Dan Harmsen (520) 721-8452 

NEWSLETTER 

 Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298 

WEBSITE 

 Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 

Ad Expires 12-31-23 
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MONEY SAVING DISCOUNTS 

• Allen’s Treasure House 10% off of finished jewelry (except custom made), 

decorator items, and novelties (exludes unformed minerals and specimen sets).  

5% off of all other merchandise not having its own discount schedule, including 

unformed minerals and specimen sets.  No discounts on services except per 

applicable schedule if any.  See ad in newsletter. 

• DAH Rock Shop - 10% on most items, $10 minimum purchase.    

520-323-0781  3401 Dodge Blvd, Tucson.  See ad in newsletter. 

• Kent’s Tools  -  10% discount except for net priced merchandise.    

520-461-1350 - 2745 N 1st  Avenue, Tucson 85719.  See ad in newsletter. 

• Tucson Mineral & Gem World - 10%   520-883-0682  Web address:  

www.tucsonmineral.com 2801 South Kinney Road, Tucson 

• Arizona Lapidary - Arizona Lapidary & Gem Rough - 5817 E Speedway Blvd.  

10% Discount off rough rock  520-399-6641.   

• Silver Lining Gemstones - 20-35% discount on most items.  

520-203-8430. Mike DeMeritt on his Instagram Store (IG Name: 

silverlininggemstones) 

• Starr Gems - 10% Discount on select merchandise, and 3-ounce price break for 

all silver purchases.   220 W Drachman, Tucson.  See Ad in newsletter.  

• Transformational Book Publishing - 10% discount to members on your first 

book of 200 pages or less … see the ad in the newsletter.  

1/8 of a page -  

2" H by 3 1/2" W  

$36.00 per year 

$18.00 per half year 

$3.00 per month 

1/4 of a vertical page - 

4 1/2" H by 3 1/2" W 

$48.00 per year 

$24.00 per half year 

$4.00 per month 

1/4 of horizontal page - 

2" H by 7 1/4" W 

$48.00 per year 

$24.00 per half year 

$4.00 per month 

1/2 page - 4 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W 

$96.00 per year 

$8.00 per month 

Full page - 9 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W 
$168.00 per year 
$14.00 per month 

Rate Schedule for Advertisements    - - -    Ad Sizes & Prices 
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Ad Expires October 31 
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This is the lab schedule which is current as of 6-30-23.   

Please CALL the Monitor that is running the lab to 
make sure that they have space for you. 

Cabbing 

 Monday  9am-12pm Betty Mehlhoff  (253) 208-7460 

    6pm-9pm Donovan Wagner (520) 869-2050 

 Tuesday  9am-12pm 1st and 3rd Tuesday Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692  

    12pm-3PM 2nd and 4th Tuesday Liz Williams (818) 300-5262 

    1pm-3:30pm Liz Williams (818) 300- 5262 

    3:30-6pm Margarette Harris (520) 561-2315    Closed till October. 

    6pm-9pm Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 

 Wednesday  5pm-8pm Keith Haubert (520) 784- 8283 

 Thursday  8am-12pm Betty Mehloff (253) 208-7460 

    1pm-4pm Wendy Huber (206) 669-6002 

 Friday  No Labs currently scheduled. 

 Saturday  2nd and 3rd Saturdays Victoria Fila (520) 664-0302 

    4th Saturday  9:30am-2pm Ron Bryan (619) 495-7967 

    Every Week   2pm-5pm Peter Moma (907) 947-6768 

 Sundays  9pm-12pm Gloria Shenanaquet (520) 396-9715 

    12pm-2PM Paul Fickle (520) 883-6061 

Silversmithing 

 Monday  9pm-12pm Jane Morris  (727) 743-0883   

 Tuesday  9am-12pm John Poole (520) 777-5588 

 Wednesday  10am-4pm Elizabeth Keller Boccardo (520) 245-0923 

    6pm - 9pm Bill Penrose (520) 780-1143 - On Hiatus 

 Thursday  10am-4pm Sloane Padilla (520) 808-8699 (text only) 

    6pm-9pm Bill Casico (520) 343-9927 

 Friday   10am-3pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143 

 Saturday  9am-12pm David Schulte (520) 945-8554 

 Sunday  10am-3pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143 

Faceting 

 Monday  9am-12pm Dave Richardson (520) 245 - 2172  Class & Open Lab 

 Wednesday  5:30pm-8:30pm David Schulte (520) 945-8554  Open Lab 

 Thursday  4pm-7pm  Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262  Class 

 Sunday  12:30pm-3:30pm Dave Richardson (520) 245-2172  Class & Open Lab 

Casting 

 Wednesday      4pm to 7pm Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262 

Classes every other month, beginning every January, running 5 weeks; look for sign-up 
sheets in the meeting hall. Open lab available when NO class is running.  Call Chuck 
Lundstrom for open lab availability. 

 Tuesday  9am-12pm Liz Williams (818) 300 - 5262 

Saw Room 

 Sunday     9am-Noon  Mike Tucker  (520) 400-9658  or Betty Mehlhoff 

 Tuesday    9am-Noon  Betty Mehlhoff  (253) 208-7460 

 Thursday     9am-Noon  Pete Peterson  (520) 886-9021  or Betty Mehlhoff 
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Ad Expires 1/31/24 
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Minutes of June 27, 2023 OPLC Board Meeting 

5.30 pm, W Penrose, wrp0143@comcast.net 

 

Present:  Victoria Fila presiding, Dave Richardson, Mark Davidson, Bill Penrose, John 
Poole, Janet Keisler, Twink Monrad, Mike Tucker, Donovan Wagner, Ted Rupp, Chuck 
Lundstrom.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Mark Davidson – June report will be issued after June 30. Cash 
flow for June is negative due to the purchase of 36 new wheels for Genies in cab lab 
and other large purchases. The club is approximately even with the planned budget for 
2023. 
 
Membership – Janet Keisler - 378 members in good standing by meeting date. 
Monitors should confirm that people at lab sessions are members in good standing.   
 
Field Trips –Victoria is planning an expedition to the Raleigh Mine near Gila Bend for 
gem silica on the last Saturday of September. There will be a fee of $20 or $30 
depending on the number attending. Also, Paul Hardenberg will assist in some future 
field trips.  
  
Lab Reports 
Cab Lab – Mike, Ted, Donovan - New wheels for Genies have been received. Cabbing 
classes are being organized for both Monday and Tuesday. Two monitors will soon be 
leaving the state and new monitors will be needed.    
 
Faceting Lab – Dave Richardson – The lab in general is very active. Dave R and 
Chuck L are both running classes. A new machine is ready for prime time.    
 
Silver Lab – John Poole – John is assembling a class, but at present, there are few 
names on the list.  
 
Casting Lab – Chuck Lundstrom – A class is beginning Wednesdays. There is a new 
monitor for a Thursday casting session.  
 
Saw Room – The saw room waste is still unresolved. New oil has been ordered, and 
Mike and Mark G have built a filter system for recycling used oil.  
 
Refreshments – Wayne will be supplying the refreshments for the July meeting.  
 
Tailgate Sale -  Third Saturday in September. An advertiser, Raining Rock, may want 
to send an associate to sell at the yard sale in place of a member. MOTION, PASSED 
by voice vote.    
 
Board meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm. 

mailto:wrp0143@comcast.net

